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Public Law 101-142 
101st Congress 

Joint Resolution 
Designating October 25, 1989, as "National Arab-American Day". 

Whereas the rich history and tradition of Arab culture has contrib
uted to western civilization in many fields, including science, 
medicine, geography, and architecture; 

Whereas the contributions made by Arab culture transcend geo
graphic, political, and religious classification; 

Whereas Arab-Americans have made, and continue to make, impor
tant contributions to the economic prosperity and cultural life of 
our Nation since October 1854, when the first recorded Arab 
immigrant arrived in the United States; 

Whereas the term "Arab" represents a people who are followers of 
the 3 great monotheistic religions and are bound by the common 
language of Arabic; 

Whereas Arabs are of one origin, but are citizens of many countries; 
Whereas Arab-Americans have worked hard since their arrival and 

have been productive United States citizens; and 
Whereas the people of the United States should always remember 

that there are almost 3,000,000 Arab-Americans who are a part of 
the mosaic of cultures of the United States: Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 

United States of America in Congress assembled, That October 25, 
1989, is designated as "National Arab-American Day". The Presi
dent is authorized and requested to issue a proclamation calling on 
the people of the United States to recognize this day by becoming 
aware of the rich cultural traditions of Arab-Americans and by 
participating in appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

Approved November 8, 1989. 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY—H.J. Res. 241: 

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 135 (1989): 
Oct. 24, considered and passed House. 
Oct. 25, considered and passed Senate. 

Nov. 8, 1989 
[H.J. Res. 241] 
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